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Modern German literature is still less to his taste; he
prefers the English and French novelists of the present day
to the German writers of romances. " Send me a French
novel," he wrote to his wife during the campaign hi Bohemia,
" but only one at a time." Seinguerlet makes " an English
author " say that he saw huge piles of French light literature
upon the Prince's writing table; but this may be doubted,
and so may the assertion, on the same authority, that
" Feydeau, Edmond de Goncourt and Flaubert are his
favourite authors, and he has recently perused with interest
the realistic creations of Emile Zola."

I cannot with precision define the Chancellor's attitude
to the plastic arts. In Frankfort he associated a good deal
with painters and sculptors, especially with Professor Becker,
who has painted his portrait But I remember nothing in
his letters referring to these matters, and I have but seldom
heard him mention artistic subjects or personages. Once
during the French war, we were talking about the Branden-
burg Gate, which he spoke of as " handsome in its way,"
observing that it would look better without the lateral
colonnades, the Guard-House and the building opposite this
latter. Moreover, his apartments in Berlin, Varzin and
Schoenhausen by no means abound in artistic adornment,
unless photographs, lithographs, and steel engravings may
pass as such. A few oil-paintings decorate his study at
Berlin; but up to 1877 there was not a single picture in
his Schoenhausen sanctum, and the new buildings in
Pomerania and the Sachsenwald have been fitted up in the
simplest possible style. I infer from these facts that he
does not take any very great pleasure in painting, sculpture,
and architecture, not that he has no taste for them. Even
were that so, it would not signify much. Lessing was a
wretched Librarian, although a learned innovator and